[Blank fright guns as assault weapons. Forensic medicine and legal aspects].
Frequently blank guns are used at perpetrations as instruments for blows, mainly at robberies. These weapons are constructed in a compact, relatively heavy manner and possess angular bounds. First of all the head is the aim for such attacks. Blows with blank guns against the head are classified as potential dangerous to life. The cause of death is mainly due to bleeding, direct trauma of the brain, and air embolism. The typical resulting trauma as well as the criminal classification of perpetrations with blank guns used as instruments for blows are discussed.